
  

 

D R A F T :  O R A L  L A N G U A G E  
K-9  

 

 

 

Emerging 

May need direct support to engage 

in communicating ideas, thoughts 

and feelings. 

 

Developing 

Needs some support and guidance to 

actively communicate ideas, thoughts 

and feelings. 

 

Applying 

Is able to independently and actively 

engage in learning activities that 

strengthen communication and 

understanding. 

Purpose:   

Students use oral 

language to 

interact with 

others, present 

ideas and 

communicate 

understanding.   

 shares ideas in certain contexts 

 demonstrates listening (with eyes, 

body, and/or mind) 

 expresses feelings verbally and 

nonverbally 

 contributes ideas during discussions 

 listens and responds to ideas and 

information  

 verbally expresses feelings in certain 

situations 

 contributes relevant ideas during 

discussions 

 actively listens to synthesize and 

respond to ideas and information 

 verbally expresses feelings 

respectfully 

Thinking:  

Students use a 

wide variety of 

vocabulary to 

express, reflect 

and respond to 

information and 

ideas. 

 relies on basic vocabulary   

 agrees or disagrees with ideas and 

opinions of others 

 makes simple connections to ideas 

and thoughts of others  

 uses variety in vocabulary 

 supports opinions and ideas with some 

detail  

 makes connections and asks clarifying 

questions 

 experiments with new vocabulary 

 uses speaking and listening to 

support opinions and elaborate on 

ideas 

 makes meaningful connections and 

asks deep-thinking questions  

Features: 

Students 

recognize and 

use the structures 

and patterns of 

language to 

make and 

express 

meaning. 

 uses short phrases and 

unconventional grammar 

 experiments with nonverbal 

communication 

 attempts to use appropriate clarity 

and volume 

 demonstrates a knowledge of 

conventional grammar and sentence 

structure 

 recognizes awkward phrasing 

 recognizes respectful nonverbal 

communication 

 uses appropriate tone, clarity, and 

volume 

 uses conventional grammar and 

sentence structures 

 recognizes awkward phrasing and 

self-corrects 

 recognizes and uses respectful 

nonverbal communication 

 uses tone, clarity, and volume to 

make an impact 
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